
FORVENTNINGER
Lige siden min studiestart på Kunstakademiets 
Arkitektskole havde jeg et ønske om at studere i 
udlandet og udnytte den oplagte mulighed for at 
bruge mit fag mere globalt. Derfor søgte jeg efter 
mit bachelorforløb ind på ”Department of Archi-
tecture” ved University of Washington i Seattle. 
Skolens akademiske profil og stærke fokus på kon-
struktion, bæredygtighed og materialelære tiltalte 
mig foruden muligheden for at opleve og være en 
del af livet i en amerikansk storby.

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
Jeg ankom til Seattle i starten af september 2008 
og allerede fra ankomsten stod det mig klart at 
der på trods af Danmarks nære kulturelle tilknyt-
ning til USA også var store forskelle. Alt foregik 
bare lidt anderledes og forskellen fra at opleve 
kulturen gennem diverse film og medier og pludselig 
stå og agere i kulturen var større end forventet. 
Takket være det engelske sprog havde jeg få van-
skeligheder og fandt hurtigt ud af at agere i det 
amerikanske skolesystem.
At studere ved University of Washington var helt 
anderledes end ved Det Kongelige Danske Kunstakad-
emies Arkitektskole. Skolesystemet er bygget helt 
anderledes op. Dét at arkitekturstudiet hørte un-
der et universitet og ikke et kunstakademi havde 
enorm betydning for måden at studere arkitektur 
på. På Kunstakademiets Arkitektskole i København 
arbejder vi med ét projekt af gangen og får tid 
og vejledning til at dykke grundigt ned i netop 
dette ene projekt, mens de arkitekt-studerende 
ved University of Washington jonglerede med mange 
forskellige fag og projekter parallelt. Denne 
studieform gjorde det muligt for de amerikanske 
studerende at snuse til mange forskellige ting 
og problemstillinger på samme tid, men umulig-
gjorde samtidig fordybelsen og den grundlæggende 
forståelse af ét specifikt emne. Universitetets 
indflydelse på arkitekturundervisningen gjorde 
sig også bemærket ved et markant højere antal af 
skriftlige afhandlinger og præsentationer side-
løbende med konkrete designopgaver. Og alle dead-
lines lå selvfølgelig oveni hinanden. I starten 
var denne uvante studie-form og -opbygning meget 
udfordrende at arbejde under, men med tiden lærte 
jeg, hvordan de studerende prioriterede og katego-
riserede vigtigheden af et fag eller en opgave, en 
sorteringsproces jeg fandt meget lærerig.
Det akademiske niveau på Universitety of Washing-
ton var højt, og de undervisende professorer var 
verdenskendte eksperter indenfor deres respektive 
felter. Det høje akademiske niveau smittede af på 
hele stemningen på skolen, og campusområdet sydede 
med lærelyst og engagement.
Det at jeg ikke bare gik på en enkeltstående 
arkitekt-skole, men var én blandt universitetets 
40.000 studerende fra hele verden var meget in-
spirerende. Samlingen af studieretninger og fag-
grupper gjorde det muligt i større grad at op-
søge viden fra andre fag end arkitekturen. Jeg fik
meget ud af at følge forelæsningsrækker på andre 
fakulteter og møde studerende fra andre faggrup-
per. Selv indenfor ”Department of Architecture” 
var fag-udvekslingen stor, idet afdelingen både 
husede bygningsarkitektur-studerende, landskab-
sarkitektur-studerende og byplanlægnings-stud-
erende samt var nabo til ”Department of Engi-
neering”. Denne sammenlægning af de forskellige 
studieretninger muliggjorde en stor faglig udvek-
sling, og vi studerende fulgte ofte de samme fag 
og kunne bruge hinandens kompetencer i gruppearbe-
jde mm.

JEG STUDEREDE UNDER MIT OPHOLD FØLGENDE FAG HOS 
FLG. PROFESSORER:
”Materials and Assemblies” (efterår 2008) ved pro-
fessor Kimo Griggs. Et fag der lærte mig de for-
skellige byggematerialers historie, sammensætning 
og egenskaber i byggeri.
”Introduction to Architectual Photography” (eft-
erår 2008) ved Professor John Stamets. Et fag, der 
introducerede fotografiet som medie til at dokumen-
tere og arbejde med arkitektur, samt vigtigheden 
af at kunne kommunikere tredimensionelt arkitektur 
gennem et todimensionelt medie.
”Studio 500”/Tegnebordsundervisning (efterår 2008) 
under Professor Peter Cohan. Hvor jeg tegnede en 
uddannelsesinstitution bestående af et samlesæt af 
præfabrikerede komponenter der kunne sammensættes 
på forskellige måder og dermed skabe forskellige 
rumligheder og muligheden for forskelligt brug, 
samt skiftes ud og ændres løbende gennem bygnin-
gens levetid.
”Advanced Rendering” (vinter 2009) under professor 
Mehlika Inanici. Et studie af computervisualiser-
inger i teori og praksis.
“Low-income Housing” (vinter 2009) under Professor 
Michael Pyatok. Et studie i lavpris-boligbyggeri 
globalt og lokalt med særligt vægt på brugerind-
dragelse og fund-raising.
“Architecture Photo Projects” (vinter 2009) ved 
Professor John Stamets. Uddybende kursus i arki-
tektonisk fotografi og dokumentering.
”Vision of The Japanese House” (vinter 2009) ved 
professor Ken Tadashi Oshima, P.hd. Et kursus der 
sammenlignede japansk, nordamerikansk og skandi-
navisk arkitektur med udgangspunkt i den japanske 
bygningstradition.
”Study Trip Preparation” (vinter 2009) ved Ken
Tadashi Oshima, P.hd. Et forberedende kursus for 
forårsstudieturen til Japan. Undervist af Japan-
ekspert Ken Tadashi Oshima underviser og forsker 
i Japans arkitektur og relationerne mellem ameri-
kansk og japansk bygnings tradition.
”Independent Photography Study” (forår 2009) ved 
professor John Stamets. Et individuelt studie i 
arkitektonisk fotografi og udarbejdelse af bogen 
“Bridges – Creatures in the Landscape” En foto-
grafisk dokumentation af bro-design i det nord-
vestlige Amerika.
“Architecture and Reuse of Old Structures” (forår 
2009) ved professor Kathryn R Merlino. Et fag der 
analyserede og diskuterede kommende brugsmulighed-
er og fredningen af eksisterende amerikanske byg-
ninger ud fra et æstetisk og bæredygtigt udgang-
spunkt. Faget lagde særligt vægt på industrielle 
og kommercielle bygningstyper og arkitektur skabt 
uden arkitekter.
”Studio 560”/Tegnebordsundervisning (forår 2009) 
ved professor Ken Tadashi Oshima, P.hd. Et design-
projekt hvis formål var at tegne et japansk-ameri-
kansk kulturcenter i Seattle, med særligt vægt på 
forholdet mellem japansk og amerikansk traditioner 
kulturelt og arkitektonisk. Dette fag var en for-
længelse og reflektering over studieturen til Ja-
pan.

LANDET USA OG BYEN SEATTLE
Foruden mødet med et fremmed skolesystem var mø-
det med selve Seattle som storby interessant. 
Københavns snævre middelaldergader og lave huse 
er i stor kontrast til Seattles grit-planlægning 
og brede lige veje, samt de høje skyskrabere. Det 
mest slående ved Seattle var byens placering mel-
lem bjergene tæt forbundet til havnen. Man kunne 
på kort tid bevæge sig fra centrums larm og kaos 
til bjergenes ro og natur.
Byen Seattle var delt ind i mange definerede kvar-
terer, der hver havde deres individuelle iden-
titet og kvalitet. Grænserne mellem kvartererne 
var meget skarpt defineret, og man kunne indenfor 
få bloks bevæge sig direkte fra det internatio-
nale ”China-town” distrikt ind til det eksperimen-
terende kunstnerkvarter eller det travle forret-
ningskvarter osv. Disse stærke kontraster og den 
blandende multikulturelle befolkning er med til at 
gøre Seattle til en pulserende og dynamisk storby 
fuld af ting at opleve og lære.

Opholdet i USA gav mig heldigvis også muligheder 
for at rejse og tage på opdagelse udenfor Seattle 
og University of Washington. På de ti måneder, som 
opholdet varede, besøgte jeg både staterne Or-
egon, Californien, Utah, Nevada, Montana, Wyoming 
og Idaho samt fik muligheden for at besøge storbyer 
som Portland, San Francisco, Salt Lake City og 
Vancouver B.C. samt stifte bekendtskab med land-
skaber som The Olympic Peninsula med dens sjældne 
regnskov, Mount Rainier, Mount Saint Helens, Or-
egons ørken og kyst, Utahs Saltsø, Yellowstones 
gejsere og dyreliv, Montanas landbrug og bakker, 
Teton nationalparkens bjerge og søer og Canadas 
skove og bjerge.
Under opholdet ved University of Washington fik jeg 
også en uventet og unik mulighed for at tage med 
en japansk arkitekt til Japan i april 2009 og gen-
nem studier af Tokyo og Kyoto analysere og forstå 
forskelle og ligheder mellem den japanske, ameri-
kanske og skandinaviske byggetradition.

UDBYTTE
Foruden et godt indblik i en anden kulturs arki-
tekturtradition gav opholdet mig også mulighed 
for at møde og tale med en masse forskellige men-
nesker fra hele verden. Foruden et stærkt netværk 
af amerikanske arkitektstuderende og undervisere 
gav opholdet mig også en stor international venne-
gruppe bestående af udvekslingsstuderende fra hele 
verdenen og indenfor alverdens studieretninger.
Opholdet lærte mig at leve og studere i en an-
den kultur og på et andet sprog. Samt yderligere 
åbnede mine øjne for den globale arkitekturscene.
Jeg føler, at jeg tager fra Seattle med en helt 
ny værktøjskasse af redskaber og erfaringer, som 
kan komme mig til gavn i mit videre studieforløb. 
Disse erfaringer og evner havde jeg næppe kunne 
opnå ved at være blevet hjemme.
Jeg kan stærkt anbefale andre studerende at tage 
ud i verdenen for en kortere eller længere peri-
ode og prøve deres faglige evner af i en større og 
fremmed kontekst.
Jeg er Dreyers Fond dybt taknemmelig for at have
gjort dette studieophold og denne uvurderlige op-
levelse mulig.

Frida Sophie Vang Petersen
Kandidatstuderende ved Det Kongelige Danske Kuns-
takademiets Arkitektskole
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Expectations
I have wanted to try to study abroad ever since I 
started my Architecture study at the Royal Dan-
ish Academy of Fine Arts School of Architecture. I 
wanted to take advantage of the international ori-
entation fi eld of Architecture and try to use and 
test my architectural skill in a global and unknown 
scene.
These were the main reasons why I applied for one 
year of Study at University of Washington Depart-
ment of Architecture. I was attracted to the more 
technical and sustainable profi le of the Architec-
ture Department at University of Washington and the 
possibility of living in the city Seattle.

University of Washington
I arrived in Seattle in the beginning of September 
2008 and noted immediately a lot of cultural dif-
ferences between Denmark and USA. Everything seemed 
to function a little bit differently and my live-
long study of the American culture through fi lm and 
music was not anywhere near the experience of liv-
ing and interacting in the culture. Luckily my Eng-
lish language skill allowed a quick adaption into 
a new culture.

There were a lot of differences between the Danish 
school system and the American school system. The 
two school systems are completely differently con-
structed and the fact that the Architecture School 
in Denmark is part of an Academy and the Architec-
ture school in Seattle is a part of a University 
makes a huge difference. At the Royal Danish Acad-
emy of Fine Art School of Architecture in Copenha-
gen the students normally work at one project at 
the time and get longer time and guidance to inves-
tigate and specialize in this particular project. 
The students at University of Washington Department 
of Architecture joggles with Studio project and 
several curses at the same time which gives them a 
broader knowledge in many different fi elds of ar-
chitecture but also gives the student less time to 
specialize and investigate one specifi c project or 
topic. The many written assignments, presentation 
and exams help force the student to work hard and 
focused, as well as force the student to learn how 
to make priorities and optimize his or her time. 
The students at The Royal Academy have less super-
vision from the teachers as well as more freedom 
and time in school to focus on their own architec-
tural interests and experiment with architecture, 
but this study form force the students to be very 
good at study management and self motivation. 
The academic level at University of Washington is 
very high and the professors and teachers were 
well-known and specialized in their fi elds which 
created a very motivating and enthusiastic academic 
atmosphere at the whole University Campus. 
The fact that the Department of Architecture did 
not existed as an individual school but functioned 
as a part of a campus made corporations between 
different majors possible. The  Department of Ar-
chitecture was places close the “Department of En-
gineering” and was placed in the same building as 
the “Department of Landscape Architecture” and” De-
partment of Planning” which  had a huge infl uence on 
the academic level. It was very learn full and ben-
efi tting to have curses and interact with landscape 
students, architectural planners and engineers.

My Courses and Studios during my study at Univer-
sity of Washington
“Materials and Assemblies” (Autumn 2008), with Pro-
fessor Kimo Griggs. This course taught the students 
the different building materials history, use and 
possibilities in the building industry. The course 
was both theoretical and practical and we learn to 
use the “woodshop” and work with the different ma-
terials.
“Introduction to Architectural Photography” (Autumn 
2008), with Professor John Stamets. This course 
introduced the student to silver black and white 
photography and the photographic media’s use and 
possibilities in architecture. 
“Studio 500” (Autumn 2008), with Peter Cohan. In 
this studio we had to design a sustainable uni-
versity in Seattle. The Studio included both city 
planning and building design. The students worked 
in groups and independently. 
“Advanced Rendering” (Winter 2009), with Professor 
Mehlika Inanici. This course thought the student 
the practical and theoretical sides of computer 
rendering.
“Low-income Housing” (Winter 2009), with Professor 
Michael Pyatok. This course was a study in the re-
ality, fundraising and practice of designing low-
income housing in America and Mexico. 
“Architecture Photo Projects” (winter 2009) by Pro-
fessor John Stamets.
This course was an advanced Photography course in 
developing a style and documenting a specifi c topic.
“Vision of the Japanese House” (Winter 20009) by 
Professor Ken Tadashi Oshima P.hd. This course ana-
lyzed and compared the traditional Japanese archi-
tecture to the North Pacifi c architecture through 
study cases and literature.
“Study Trip Preparation” (Winter 2009) by Professor 
Ken Tadashi Oshima P.hd. This course was a prepar-
ing course for the Spring break study trip to Ja-
pan.
“Independent Photography Study” (Spring 2009), with 
Professor John Stamets. This course was an indi-
vidual study in Photography and the developing of 
the book “Bridges –Creatures in the Landscape”. A 
photography book documenting and showing bridges in 
the North Pacifi c America.
“Seminar on Vernacular Architecture” (Spring 2009), 
with Kathryn R Merlino. 
A seminar where the students discussed Vernacu-
lar Architecture and the reuse of old structures. 
The discussions were based on case studies and 
literature about sustainable architecture, Ameri-
can building tradition and regulations such as the 
LEED-system and preservation laws.
“Studio 560” (Spring 2009) by Ken Tadashi Oshima 
P.hd. A design studio where the students had to de-
sign a Japanese cultural center in Seattle based on 
the knowledge from the course “Vision of the Japa-
nese House” and the study trip to Japan in Spring 
Break.

The Country USA and the City Seattle
Besides the meeting with another school system I 
also found the life in America and Seattle very in-
teresting and learn full. There was a huge differ-
ence between my home city Copenhagen and Seattle. 
Copenhagen is characterized by its old history and 
main founding in the Middle Age. The city is char-
acterized by its low-rise building and old towers 
as well as the narrow maize looking road system.
Seattle on the other hand is characterized by a 
newer city planning with a systematic road-grit 
and a high-rise city center surrounded by a lot of 
low-rise neighborhood. I was very captivated by 
the different neighborhoods in Seattle and their 
different images and atmospheres. The fact that a 
pedestrian could experience the Asian culture in 
International District, the business wipe in Down-
town and the experimentation artistic atmosphere 
in Capitol Hill within a few hundred meters was to 
me very fascinating and inspiriting. These differ-
ent neighborhoods and the high level of contrast 
between the neighborhood style and population was 
a huge factor in the pulsating and metropolitan at-
mosphere in Seattle.
The nature surrounding Seattle was amazing, com-
ing from a very plain and planned farming country 
without untouched nature, the variation and brutal 
nature surrounding Seattle was breathtaking. The 
nature surrounding Seattle offers many possibili-
ties for hiking, skiing, camping, sailing, swim-
ming, climbing etc.
My stay in Seattle also offered me possibilities 
for a lot of traveling and excursions. I manage to 
visit the states Oregon, California, Utah, Nevada, 
Montana, Wyoming and Idaho. I visited cities such 
as Portland, San Francisco, Salt Lake City and Van-
couver BC. I saw the amazing nature of the Pacifi c 
Coast, the rainforest at the Olympic Peninsula, 
Mount Rainier, Mount Saint Helens, the Dessert of 
Oregon, The salt lakes in Utah, The geysers and 
animal life in Yellow Stone National, the farming 
country and hills of Montana, the lakes and moun-
tains of Teton National Park and the mountains and 
lakes in west Canada.
I also got the unique opportunity to go with my De-
partment of Architecture and a Japanese architect 
to Japan in the Spring Break to visit and analyze 
the architecture and culture in Tokyo and Kyoto.

Final Thoughts and Conclusion
My year in Seattle provided me with at great knowl-
edge on the American School System as well as the 
American culture. I was given the unique possi-
bilities to meet and talk with a lot of different 
people in and outside school. My study at Univer-
sity of Washington gave me a big network of Ameri-
can architecture students and teachers as well as 
a large network of international exchange students 
from many different backgrounds and fi elds of study.
My stay in Seattle taught me to live and interact 
in a different culture and on a different language. 
I gained a huge knowledge about the American and 
international architectural scene.
I fell like I am leaving Seattle with a toolbox 
fi lled with new tools and experiences which I can 
take with me back home and use in my future work 
as an architect. I have learned a lot of architec-
tural and personal skills and experiences which I 
couldn’t have learned back home in Denmark.
I can highly recommend fellow students to move out 
in the world for a longer period of time and test 
their thoughts and skills in a different unknown 
contest. I promise they will learn a lot about 
themselves and the world and get a lot of precious 
experiences and memories that will last the rest of 
their lives. 
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