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INTRODUCTION

During spring quarter 2011 Danish architect 
Lene Tranberg taught a master architecture 
studio at the University of Washington while 
serving as the Scan|Design Foundation 
Visiting Distinguished Professor in the 
College of Built Environments.  The studio, 
co-taught by Assistant Professor Peter Cohan, 
proposed to examine how architectural ideas 
can reinforce the human scale of the city 
and how private and public spaces can work 
together to create new ways of experiencing 
it, improving the quality of urban life for 
residents and visitors alike.  

The studio was structured around two week 
long design charrettes that occurred during 
Tranberg’s visits to Seattle.  The design 
problem involved the transformation of a 
small under utilized building on an in!ll 
site in Pioneer Square.  It asked students to 
imagine how the building might be enriched 
with new “skin, meat and bones;” or how 
existing conditions and context, combined 
with new uses, might lead to a building that 
is profoundly new, yet old at the same time.  

Analysis for the project was approached at a 
variety of scales, based upon three traditional 
genres of painting - landscape, still-life and 
portrait.  Students examined the movement, 
typologies and rhythms of the neighborhood; 
the scale, composition and proportions of the 

site; and the tectonics, materials and details 
of the building. These studies connected 
and overlapped with one another, taking the 
form of sketches, photographs and models.  
This analysis at three scales eventually led to 
individual proposals for the design project 
that were also investigated in the same way.  
Students were asked to address the following 
questions in their proposals:

How does the development of the site and its 
adjacent open spaces connect to and improve the 
urban fabric of the city?

How does the program for the site and its interior/
exterior relationships create a more permeable 
and dynamic urban environment?

How do the materials and details of the project 
reinforce the expression of space with notions of 
transparency, solidity, tactility, permanence and 
change?

Another important aspect of the studio was 
an exploration of architectural character.  The 
goal was to discover potential sources of 
inspiration that might lead to a richer, more 
nuanced and less “reasonable” approach 
to design. For this purpose each student 
was asked to choose a still-life painting that 
would serve as the source of inspiration for 
their project and in"uence its realization at 
every scale.

By the end of Professor Tranberg’s !rst visit 
to Seattle, each student had developed a 
design proposal that included a speci!c 
approach to the project at the landscape, 
still-life and portrait scales.  They continued 
to explore these ideas until Lene’s return in 
the seventh week.  At the conclusion of her 
!nal visit students presented their work to a 
distinguished panel of reviewers including 
Patricia Patkau, Peter Cardew, Jay Deguchi, 
Jennifer Dee and department chair David 
Miller. The remaining two weeks of the 
quarter were devoted to revisions to the 
work and the preparation of !nal drawings 
and models.  

The projects assembled in this document 
vary widely in scope, scale and intention. 
Thanks to the inspiring provocations of 
Professor Tranberg, as well as the energy and 
dedication of the students, they form of a rich 
and imaginative array of responses to the 
di#cult questions posed by the studio brief.



Tranberg Master Studio     LENE TRANBERG | PETER COHAN

LENE TRANBERG

Lene Tranberg is a founding partner 
of Lundgaard & Tranberg Arkitekter. 
The practice combines environmental, 
aesthetic, and social sustainability with the 
belief that architecture is ! rst and foremost 
a public act. The o#  ce produces work at 
all scales, from lighting ! xtures to large 
urban projects. Lundgaard & Tranberg have 
received numerous awards for their work, 
including the prestigious RIBA European 
Award from the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, for the Copenhagen Business 
School Faculty Building in 2006, for the 
Tietgen Dormitory in 2007, and for the new 
Royal Playhouse in 2008. Lene Tranberg has 
also taught at the Royal Danish Academy of 
Fine Arts in Copenhagen.
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Lene Tranberg’s closing comments at the mid-review Tranberg (far left) at the ! nal review with (left to right) Patricia Patkau, Peter Cardew and David Miller
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PROJECT ANALYSIS
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STUDENT PROJECTS
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courtyard gardenHDR images of chapel and 
oculus

individual exposures from HDR composites

Images from a lighting model study of materiality and openings for the chapel.
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view of chapel and courtyard from pioneer place view of site from western avenue
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FINAL REVIEW

Jay Daguchi, Peter Cardew and Patricia Patkau (left to right) at the !nal review
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Gathering after the mid-review Final dinner celebration and farewell to Lene

Lene Tranberg in studio

End-of-quarter exhibition

Thanks to the Scan|Design Foundation for 
making this studio possible; to Peter for 
his e$orts to make it a unique experience; 
and especially to Lene for her enthusiasm, 
insightful comments and the generous 
dedication of her time and energy.
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