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7-11 SITE PROJECTS
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Culture can be understood as the product of leisure as well 
as a composite of learned behaviors related to survival. 
This Culturehouse, located at 16th Avenue and Madison 
Street in Seattle, embraces both elements and dismisses 
hierarchies between the arts and making through 
compressing a diverse program into a relatively narrow 
four story building. Two large multipurpose performance 
spaces are juxtaposed by a maker lab, a teaching kitchen, 
library collections, studios, and a hydroponic green house.

The form of the Culturehouse is a direct response to the 
context of an almost triangular site, the greenhouse’s 
need for direct sunlight and the desire to create habitable 
outdoor spaces. The ramp over the lower multipurpose 
space provides an elevated meeting spot and serves as 
the more formal processional entry into the Culturehouse.

SARAH EDDY
Cultural Convergence
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FORM STUDY MODELS

ELEVATION STUDY MODELS

CENTRAL SQUARE SHELTERING STUDY MODELS

VIEW OF CENTRAL SQUARE
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I]Z� 8Ve^ida� =^aa� 8jaijgZ]djhZ� WZ\Vc� l^i]� V� XdcXZei� d[�
ild� kZXidgh!� Y^k^YZY� egd\gVbbVi^XVaan� ^cid� VXi^k^i^Zh��
Wn� cVijgZ� d[� ÄlViX]^c\Å� VcY� ÄYd^c\Å#� HjeZg^bedhZY!�
i]Z� kZXidgh� [dgb� Vc� dkZgaVe� i]Vi� [dhiZgh� Vc� ^cigdkZgiZY�
bdbZci�hj^iZY�[dg�kZgi^XVa�X^gXjaVi^dc0�V�eaVXZ�id�dWhZgkZ�
VcY�eVgi^X^eViZ� ^c� i]Z�hjWhZfjZci�dkZgaVeh�d[� i^bZ�VcY�
X^gXjbhiVcXZ� l^i]^c� i]Z� Y^heVgViZ� egd\gVb� ZaZbZcih#�
I]Z� hXVaZ� VcY� YZh^\c� �b^i^\ViZ� i]Z� Zm^hi^c\� Wj^aY^c\� dc�
h^iZ!� l]^aZ� gZVX]^c\� dji� id� i]Z� \gZViZg� cZ^\]Wdg]ddY� Wn�
VXi^kVi^c\�Wdi]�V�XZcigVa�XdjginVgY�heVXZ�id�i]Z�cdgi]�Vh�
lZaa� Vh� Wjhn�BVY^hdc� 6kZcjZ� id� i]Z� hdji]#� 6c� ZmZgX^hZ�
^c� [dgb!� i]Z� ^ciZgkZci^dc�heZV`h� id� i]Z�h^iZ�VcY� ^ciZgcVa�
egd\gVb� h^bjaiVcZdjhan#� KZgcVXjaVg� bViZg^Va� lVh�
ejh]ZY� ^c� Vc� ZmeZg^bZci� id� XgZViZ� V� gdd[� i]Vi� heZV`h�
id� i]Z� YncVb^hb� d[� V� XjaijgZ]djhZ!� l]^aZ� egZhZgk^c\�
Vc�jcYZghiViZY�egZhZcXZ� ^c�8Ve^ida�=^aa#�I]Z�eVi]�d[� i]Z�
jhZg� ^h� i]Z� Xd]Zh^kZ� ZaZbZci!� ^ck^i^c\� Vc� ZmeZg^ZcXZ� k^V�
egdXZhh^dc�i]Vi�higdc\an�i^Zh�id�V�bZbdgn�d[�VXi^k^in�VcY�
eaVXZ#�
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I-HOP SITE PROJECTS













Disparate activities, with a wide variety of individuals 
and interests, cross paths in the new culture house to 
generate a new mixture of social activity and interaction. 
The narrow atrium, running the length of the building 
YZÐcZh� i]Z� bV^c� Zcign� Vh� lZaa� Vh� i]Z� igVch^i^dc� heVXZ�
WZilZZc�egd\gVbbZY�heVXZh�VcY�deZc!�ÑZm^WaZ�\Vi]Zg^c\�
areas. Contrasting in character, the more solid and 
enclosed “mixing bar” brings individuals together from 
differing activities occurring in the light and more open 
Äegd\gVb�WVg#Å�I]Z�\gdjcY�Ñddg!�l^i]�^ih�higdc\�XdccZXi^dc�
to street activity, houses the café and restaurant spaces. 
BdgZ� heZX^ÐX� egd\gVb� VXi^k^i^Zh� dXXjg� dc� i]Z� jeeZg�
Ñddgh�hjX]�Vh�i]Z�aVjcYgn!�ZmZgX^hZ�heVXZ!�bV`Zg�aVW�VcY�
performance spaces.

7ZXVjhZ�d[�i]Z�hea^i"aZkZa�hZXi^dc!�ZVX]�Ñddg�d[�i]Z�b^m^c\�
bar serves two adjacent program areas across the atrium, 
one above and one below. This area houses amenities for 
all users of the space, including a library, storage, meeting 
spaces and restroom facilities. The library itself forms a 
i]^X`ZcZY�lVaa�i]Vi�gjch�kZgi^XVaan�Vadc\�i]Z�lZhi�h^YZ�d[�
the building.

6c�deZc"V^g�gdd[�iZggVXZ�dc�i]Z�ide�Ñddg�V[[dgYh�VXXZhh�id�
k^Zlh�d[�cZVgWn�8Va�6cYZghdc�EVg`� id� i]Z�cdgi]!�HZViiaZ�
Jc^kZgh^in�id�i]Z�hdji]�VcY�Ydlcidlc�HZViiaZ�id�i]Z�lZhi#�
The terrace is partially covered by a canopy that controls 
a^\]i�VcY�egdk^YZh�XdkZg�[gdb�HZViiaZÇh�VWjcYVci�gV^c[Vaa#�

6C9G:L�=6CH:C
In the Mix

BVcYgje�BVhiZg�HijY^d�����9DGI:�B6C9GJE�q�E:I:G�8D=6C





Andrew Hansen

Progressive study models illustrate the 
Zkdaji^dc� d[� i]Z� Xji� i]gdj\]� i]Z� \gdjcY� Ñddg�
with a vertical atrium. Relationships between 
solid and void were explored to aid in exposing 
the program to the surrounding context. 

The size and placement of the atrium was under 
continual investigation and was ultimately 
used as an organizing element for the program 
relationships. Dedicated to vertical circulation, 
the atrium was a uniting element between the 
Y^[[Zg^c\�egd\gVb�e^ZXZh�dc�ZVX]�Ñddg#

The shape of the atrium was extruded to 
cut through the length of the building. The 
vertical circulation then became the transition 
WZilZZc�YZY^XViZY�egd\gVb�heVXZ�VcY�ÑZm^WaZ�
gathering space.
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MICHAEL KAISER

With a shift in the grid comes a history of underappreciated 
spaces and a surprising excess of pavement. Each 
generation’s solutions become challenges for the next. 

The obstacles of this triangular area have left it 
underappreciated despite its locational attributes.

I]Z�8jaijgZ=djhZ� egdk^YZh� ÐmZY� heVXZ� [dg� i]Z� XgZVi^dc�
and performance of art, while creating a series of interior 
and exterior voids to enable temporary or spontaneous 
cultural uses.

6i�higZZi�aZkZa�i]Z�ZmXZhh�eVkZbZci�^h�XdcÐgbZY�[dg�i]Z�
opportunities it enables. A fresh relationship between 
people and pavement incrementally improves the 
pedestrian experience. The transgression of vehicle 
space by pedestrians gives identity to the neighborhood 
as it transitions to future uses.

I]Z�8dcÐgbVi^dc�d[�Hjgeajh�HigZZih









The Culture Collective builds upon the wide diversity 
of cultural values found in Capitol Hill.  This distinct 
neighborhood thrives on the unique energy of each of its 
residents, creating an experience of place that is both 
invigorating and inspiring.  

The primary design strategy for the building is based 
upon a central and unifying vertical circulation zone, held 
together on each side by dynamic program elements.  
Like the individual residents of Capitol Hill, the site ex-
hibits its own unique character, with streets on four sides 
and tapered parcel edges.  The form of the building works 
with the uniqueness of the site establishing two blocks 
that align with the site’s non-parallel edges.  The space 
between is connected with a central atrium that allows 
for visual connections throughout the building.  

The two main entrances of the building pull back from 
the street creating public spaces connected directly to 
the café, providing access to both morning and afternoon 
a^\]i#��I]Z�deZc�\gdjcY�Ñddg�eaVc�Vaadlh�[dg�XaZVg�h^\]i-
lines through the building from both of these entrances 
and to the urban spaces beyond.

CULTURE COLLECTIVE
Spring 2012
Professor: Dorte Mandrup and Peter Cohan
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Jennifer Richter
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Jennifer Richter
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The Capitol Hill Culture House, located at the corner of 
East Madison Street and 10th Avenue, was conceived of as 
an assembly or amalgamation of differing programmatic 
uses to service the communities of Capitol Hill, First Hill 
and beyond. The Site is located on the edge of First Hill and 
Capitol Hill straddling the boarder of Seattle University to 
the south and the dense neighborhoods of Capitol Hill to 
the north. East Madison Street is a corridor connecting 
Downtown Seattle and Elliot Bay to Lake Washington to 
the East. 

The Capitol Hill Culture house is at an intersection of 
kZ]^XjaVg� VcY� eZYZhig^Vc� igV[ÐX!� cdgi]� VcY� hdji]!� ZVhi�
and west, connecting diverse user groups. For this reason 
the ground level of the house speaks to access, path, 
and openness.  Much of the program is elevated above in 
Y^hXgZZi�egd\gVb�WadX`h�h^oZY�id�VXXdbbdYViZ�V�heZX^ÐX�
activity. Flexible space moves between the boxes, opening 
to accept activity and narrowing for circulation path. The 
eVi]�^h�VXi^k^in�VcY�ÑZm^W^a^in�XdccZXi^c\�ZVX]�WadX`#���

ANDREW THIES
Assembling Culture







Andrew Thies

The circulation forms a path between 
the blocks of program. The path 
compresses and expands; creating 
stairs, gathering points, entry, and 
pathways. The space between is 
privileged, used for multi- purpose 
space, informal gatherings, and 
expansion of program.  
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Dorte Mandrup is the founder and owner of Dorte 
BVcYgje�6g`^iZ`iZg�^c�8deZc]V\Zc#��I]Z�Ðgb�Zc\V\Zh�^c�
a wide variety of projects, including cultural institutions, 
buildings for children/youth, sports facilities, education, 
]djh^c\!� d[ÐXZ� Wj^aY^c\h� VcY� bVhiZg� eaVch!� Vh� lZaa� Vh�
gZcdkVi^dc�VcY�VaiZgVi^dc�d[�]^hidg^X�Wj^aY^c\h#��I]Z�d[ÐXZ�
seeks to combine the tactile and poetic experience of 
space with conceptual clarity and accuracy, in both large 
projects and the smallest detail.  The projects of the 
d[ÐXZ�]VkZ�WZZc�ejWa^h]ZY�l^YZan�VcY�]VkZ�WZZc�h]dlc�
at many architectural exhibitions.

Dorte Mandrup has been awarded numerous national 
VcY�̂ ciZgcVi^dcVa�VlVgYh!�̂ cXajY^c\�i]Z�7VjlZai�Eg^oZ!�i]Z�
AR Award for Emerging Architecture and the prestigious 
C.F. Hansen Medal.  She has served on numerous 
international juries, has lectured and taught widely.   She 
has also been a Professor of Architecture at the Royal 
Danish Academy and is a board member at Louisiana 
Museum of Modern Art.

DORTE MANDRUP
Dorte Mandrup Arkitekter

7^g`�9Vj\VVgY
Sarah Eddy
Justin Farmer
Chris Gotfredsen
Andrew Hansen
Michael Kaiser
Mariam Kamara
James Moehring
Emily Perchlik 
Melanie Raines
Jennifer Richter
Andrew Thies
Victor Velarde
Juan Vergara

Studio Participants




