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In spring 2015, Dan Stubbergaard, founder and creative director of COBE Architects in Copenhagen, served as the 
Scan|Design Foundation Visiting Professor at the University of Washington in Seattle.  In that role Stubbergaard taught 
a graduate design studio in the Department of Architecture with Associate Professor Peter Cohan.  The brief for the 
studio, “The Winter City,” posited that it was possible, indeed necessary, to create vibrant public spaces for wintertime 
use - even in cities with northern climates, like Copenhagen or Seattle.  Picking up where the seminal work on the 
development of public spaces in Copenhagen, “Public Spaces Public Life” by Jan Gehl and Lars Gemzøe, leaves off, the 
studio brief proposes that the cultural life of a winter city can be improved significantly by developing strategies to 
extend the use of public spaces year-round.

The studio began with a trip to Copenhagen, providing an opportunity to conduct analysis on three typologically different 
sites (square, garden and harbor), as well as to experience the challenges of trying to create useful and engaging public 
space in the wintertime.   Using a studio set up in COBE’s office in Copenhagen as their base, the students conducted a 
thorough analysis of the three sites and proposed strategies for nurturing a specific range of winter activities for each 
one.  Summer activities were considered as well, along with studies of how the sites might be transformed in order to 
accommodate changing seasonal uses.   A review of the site analysis and design strategies marked the culmination of 
the Copenhagen phase of the studio.

Upon returning to Seattle the studio focused on testing the validity of various site strategies through individual and 
group design projects.  Intensive studio charrettes that occurred during Stubbergaard’s two Seattle visits were essential 
in maintaining the focus of the studio - as well as providing a critical Danish cultural perspective.  

The ten projects shown on the following pages demonstrate a range of approaches for implementing the site strategies 
developed during the first phase of the studio.  Several projects are clearly derived from specific strategies developed 
for a particular site, while others are hybrids of several approaches.  The remaining proposals employ site strategies 
quite different from those developed during the original study – the result of a continued critical analysis of the site and 
its potential to accommodate winter activities.  Taken together these projects demonstrate the potential for winter cities 
to vastly improve the opportunities for its citizens to engage in meaningful civic activities the year around.   
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Dan Stubbergaard | COBE Selected Work

Top (left to right) : Porsgrunn Maritime Museum  |  Nørreport Station  |  The Library  

Dan Stubbergaard (b. 1974) graduated from The Royal 
Danish Academy of Fine Arts, Schools of Architecture, 
Design and Conservation (Copenhagen, DK) in 2002.  After 
working as an architect in both the Netherlands and 
Denmark, he founded COBE in 2005.  Today, COBE  employs 
some 75 architects, urban planners and landscape 
architects.  Since its founding, COBE has created a number 
of high-profile, prize-winning projects in Denmark and 
abroad, including urban master plans, public spaces and 
buildings.  Among COBE’s most important projects are 
the combined library and cultural center in Copenhagen’s 
Northwest district, the Nørreport Train Station – 
Copenhagen’s busiest station – and the development 
of the harbor area Nordhavnen in Copenhagen – 
Scandinavia’s largest metropolis development project.  

All of COBE’s projects emphasize that architecture is not 
a matter of a certain style or form, but more importantly 
its adaptability to context, society and the life of its users.  
COBE’s mission is to create cities, public spaces and 
buildings that work as social engines and are intuitively 
understood by the people who experience them.

In addition to his practice, Dan Stubbergaard taught 
at The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, Schools 
of Architecture, Design and Conservation from 2004 
to 2008.  In 2012, he received Nykredit’s Architecture 
Prize - Scandinavia’s largest architecture award.  Other 
awards include Nykredit’s Motivation Prize for young 
architects (2007) and the Golden Lion Award at the 10th 
International Venice Biennale of Architecture (2006).

 Bottom : The Silo  |  Forfatterhuset Kindergarten  |  Tampere Travel and Service Center
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90 % of the worlds population 
live in the norhtern hemisphere

Around 40 % live above 30° north 
and around 6 % above 50° north

The winter city is a global challenge
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Daniel Novak The bath at Midsummer.A walk to the Sauna. 





Doug Smith
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Doug Smith

Tepidarium

1. Tepidarium in summer 2. Swimming platform in autumn 3. Caldarium in winter
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Doug Smith

Summer harborfrontWinter harborfront









































the southern approach a commuter’s view from the northwestern metro stop

Gabrel Gonzales | Claire Shigekawa Rennhack
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A natural green landscape overlaps a small cluster of 
buildings below to form the new KUA Campus Center,  
which serves as a public gathering hub for the community 
all year round. This project is dedicated to the university 
as well as to the surrounding neighborhood by providing 
a wide range of programs for a diverse group of users. 
To preserve the existing pedestrain flows on the site, a 
“village” composed of program boxes is located along the 
circulation paths. By subdividing building programs into 
smaller units, each of them obtains a more human scale, 
accommodating diverse activities to discover and enjoy, 
and creating a rich experience as people move through 
the building. At a larger scale, KUA Campus Center also 
creates a smooth transition from the southern natural 
landscape to the northern urban context by the use of  
a lifted green roof and several constructed landscape 
puddles, which provides spaces for different outdoor 
programs. The solid village boxes and void open spaces 
provide public gathering spaces for activities during all 
seasons of the year.

KUA CAMPUS CENTER
Xiaoxi Jiao | Siyu Qu

Urban plaza to the north











Xiaoxi Jiao | Siyu Qu

Food Court Study Area
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Fællesskab plads is a proposal for an architectural inter-
vention where human responses to an intricate context 
defines form. A series of penetrable fluid canopies are 
created, their form and continuity defines the visual and 
spatial impact of the place. 

Enclosed space provides refuge and encourages winter-
time actives, while also serving as a market hall year 
round. The market hall offers not only a variety of local 
and international provisions, but serves as a communal 
gathering place for this ethnically diverse and socially 
challenged district in Copenhagen.    

The canopies are light in color and evoke a cloud-like 
appearance. Drawing from the surrounding context the 
grid of the neighboring buildings is introduced to the 
plaza in the form of stone which creates contrast with the 
fluid forms. The grid  informs the structural column layout 
and is reflected on a chrome ceiling surface, reflecting not 
only the plaza but the surrounding context both old and 
new, static and dynamic.  

FÆLLESSKAB PLADS
Community Plaza

Corey Collier







Corey J Collier 

Main Plaza  in Summer Main Plaza  in Winter 









Brad Hutchinson south site plan looking south









Andy Wolfang East Market Hall











           

Opposite, clockwise:

Prismen (Dorte Madrup Arkitekter). 
Tour of Danish National Maritime Museum (BIG).
Bike tour of CPH: the Superkilen (Superflex).  
Biking to the COBE office.

Clockwise:

CPH walking tour.
The Library in Nørrebro (COBE).
Rennovation (Dorte Madrup Arkitekter).
Jemteladsgade Neighborhood Center.

Trip to Copenhagen



           

Opposite, clockwise:

Students at work in the COBE office.
Tour of Kongliege Teater.
COBE offices.
Reviews with Dan.
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