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Pre-Departure
· Why Denmark?
· I visited Copenhagen before and really liked the relaxed and friendly environment. It has a city feel without being too overwhelming.
· Why KU?
· They had classes offered in English that were specific to my major but they also offer really good courses for international students. These classes make it easy to learn about the host country while meeting other exchangers that are going through the same things you are.
· Any preparation advice?
· Definitely go to all of the planned Scan Design and UW orientation events. It's a great way to meet people that'll be there with you in Denmark. Have specific questions ready for the visiting Danes and returning exchangers since there isn't currently an event in place right before you leave.
· Make sure to read the residence permit requirements carefully. I didn't know I had to fly to San Francisco, so plan out as soon as possible. I had an appointment for mine on the 27th of May and got the email confirmation on June 9th so I was lucky it went quick. I never got an actual card like everyone else, just an email, but that was never a problem for me with both getting a CPR card or leaving and reentering the country. They also gave me the option of picking my card up when I got there to make sure I could get into Denmark without a problem.
· Buy your plane tickets early, student universe was cheapest for me when looking two months in advance. Make sure your landing time and days match when the key pick up location is open. 
· Know the different campuses and which one you'll be spending a lot of time at so you can choose dorms wisely. I had four top dorms that I planned out before the Housing Foundation sign up started and none of them were options for me, so have more backup options than you'll think. Tasingegade and Signalhuset were the most available to exchange students
· Get a mentor. In the description it says that mentors are there to help you with class choices and more school related things, but the mentor programs in each department are another great way to meet people. They set up a lot of social events that you only get notices for if you're in the mentor program.
· Have back up class options just in case the ones you chose weren't what you expected, which was the case for me. And make sure you know all of the course requirements before sticking with it.
· Bring a phone with a sim insert. Bilka does offer some cheap ones but they're very basic, so it would be better to bring an old one you already have. Lebara sims offer free texts and calls with other Lebara users for the first thirty days after topping up your amount. This can help if your friends have Lebara as well, but most likely, wait to see what others have first. Definitely get a phone! Some of my friends had trouble meeting up with others or even getting into dinners where the dorms had codes for the doors. It's simple to start, cheap to keep, and good for emergencies 
Arrival
· Arrival experience?
· It was really easy to find places for me. The metros are really clean and efficient
· The dorm offices opened earlier than expected so I didn't have to wait to get my keys
· What resources and offices were helpful?
· I didn't use too many offices, but the Housing Foundation was definitely the worst. My friends and I found that the more you email them about a certain problem, the more they'll actually respond
· The offices at KU were a bit disorganized as well, if you have the time, it's always better to go in to talk to them than it is to email them.

Life in Denmark
· Housing 
· Signalhuset Kollegiet
· I've never stayed in a dorm before or had strangers for roommates but it didn't seem to matter, the experience was really good. But I was definitely one of the lucky ones, there were people who had lots of problems with their roommates, so remember to either stay flexible or plan on spending a lot of time outside of your place.
· Signalhuset felt more like a real apartment rather than a crammed dorm room. It's a little far from the center but I still highly recommend it, especially for the price and the amount of space you get. It's four rooms, two bathrooms, and a full kitchen for each apartment, and it's right next to both the metro station and train station.
· My roommates and I spent the first week cleaning the entire place. Past people seemed to leave all their stuff, even their toothbrush. Other students I met there had the same experience. 
· Best part was that Field's and Bilka (compared to Target) were right across the street. Plus there's a cheaper grocery store around the corner. 
· The bathroom was the strangest part. There's no floor separating the shower and the rest of the room so water gets everywhere, but the floors are heated.
· Laundry, including detergent, was included which was convenient. Only one theft while I was there
· They also have a party committee that plans events throughout the semester. If you join to bartend you get free drinks. If you want to throw a party in the common room go to them and they'll work it out with you 
· One downside: Amager is the windiest place in Copenhagen. There were times where it got up to 50mph
· Other Dorms
· Tasingegade: Small rooms (especially if you share), cheap, lots of exchange students, not on a major train or metro line, above a grocery store, small common kitchens, Danish neighbors complain about the noise a lot
· Osterbro: Lots of exchange students, expensive, next to a train line, big single rooms, common kitchens, rooftop area but no lights at night
· Tietgen: Really nice, big single rooms, lots of Danish students but probably at least one other exchange student in your kitchen, good parties, close to the South campus, more facilities (like computer rooms) than most other dorms
· Renting: A lot of my friends didn't book with the Housing Foundation quickly enough and were left without a place to stay. A lot of exchangers end up at hostels for the first couple weeks while trying to find something, and what they do find is last resort because it's so expensive. 
· Finances
· Spending money per month? 
· Don't eat out until you're used to the prices and know what and where the cheap places are, kebab and pizza are our best bet. Communal dinner nights are more common and cheaper, so get a group of friends together and start a weekly thing. Unhealthy things like candy and soda have higher taxes so stick to the healthy foods. Netto and Fakta are cheaper than Irma.
· Bikes usually go for about 400 to 800 dkk if you're buying second hand. Join different facebook groups to find one. Sell a bit before you leave or have someone who's staying sell your bike for you because every exchange student's going to be selling at the same time. There's also a monthly transportation pass you can buy for 360 dkk (that's for two zones, you get to pick which zones you want to travel in), that'll get you unlimited access to the metro, bus, and trains; just go to a DSB office and bring a small photo of yourself. 
· Any unexpected expenses?
· Transportation was the biggest unplanned expense for me. I thought I would get a bike right away but I was never properly taught and once I started to understand the weather and distance I decided I wanted a metro pass instead. 
· If you get caught riding without a ticket, crossing the street on a red light, or riding your bike on the sidewalk/without bike lights you get a huge fine. I know the metro fine is over 700 dkk. 
· Travel expenses?
· Check student universe or Kayak for plane tickets, it was much cheaper for me. Norwegians and Easy Jet are usually the cheapest within Europe
· Exchange Site
· I only know the CSS and South Campus but they both felt safe during the day and at night. 
· Copenhagen in general is one of the safest places in the world, but you should be more careful in Vesterbro and Norrebro, especially at night
· Cultural Experiences
· How did you integrate and meet new people?
· Having roommates helped, it's one of the main reasons I recommend a shared dorm, especially one with a lot of exchange students
· Take the pre-semester Danish language course if you can, everyone there is going to be wanting to meet people and make friends, it doesn't work as well when the semester begins because a lot of those people are already settled in. If you cant do the pre-semester, then take it during the semester or take a Danish course that's specific to exchange students. It takes a lot of time to get to know Danish people, it's easier with exchange students
· The pre-semester language course and mentor programs set up a lot of events for you to explore Copenhagen and meet people.
· My pre-semester friends and I made a weekly dinner club where a new person would host each time, and we'd add new friends to it so we'd all meet a lot of people that way
· Cultural differences and challenges?
· Even though English is widely understood, it's not always used. It takes time to get used to hearing a different language everywhere, but Danish people are very nice about switching to English when you need it
· Be aware of your countries stereotypes, because a lot of the time that's all other countries know about you
· Scan design outings
· Scan Design had a lot of really good events planned and they give you the schedule at the beginning meeting so make sure to go to that one and be able to plan out which you really want to go to
· Travel!
· Join ESN CPH to go on trips around Denmark, Stockholm, and Lapland. The Denmark trip is well worth it, you see a lot in a short amount of time but it's very efficiently done and you get to meet more people. The Lapland trip is more expensive but was a lot of fun; it was definitely one of the highlights of my semester. ESN also holds smaller events like free football game tickets and ice skating nights with reduced prices.

Academics
· Instruction structure
· Registration
· I signed up for the Danish Culture Course by emailing them the registration sheet in a word doc which was very simple, and they got back to me very quickly
· Instruction/lecture
· Lectures are done in blocks; it usually goes for 45 minutes with a 15-minute break. When registering for classes I noticed that the times for the two I wanted were back to back and I was worried I wouldn't have time to get to the second class so I dropped it. They actually let you out 15 minutes early, so the times listed aren't completely accurate if you're not used to the system
· The Danish Culture Course for exchange students is run by students and have different lecturers every week 
· The language course was VERY intensive for me, maybe it was because my teacher had written the book, but the pace was a lot faster than I had expected. He was speaking Danish to the class from the very first minute. You do get to use a dictionary for the written exam though
· Grading/exams
· 12 point scale, 12 being the highest (then 10, 7, 4, 2 (passing), 0, and -3) Exams are usually oral, which is the case for language classes, but there's also the paper option which were for both my other courses.
· Recommended courses
· I recommend the culture courses because you get to meet people and go on excursions to see different parts of Denmark and sometimes Sweden. The language courses also allow you to meet people
· Compare to UW and others
· Participation throughout the semester isn't required unless you're in the culture course.
· The readings are less set out for you, it's a lot more individual work to get the course started and a lot of courses are group work focused during

Fellowship Administration
· How did you learn about the Scan|Design Fellowship opportunity?
· Through my exchange advisor
· How helpful were the assistance and activities offered by the Scan|Design Fellowship staff before your arrival in Denmark and during your stay? What worked well and what could be improved?
· I really enjoyed all of the activities both before and during my stay, but I would have liked to have another meet up with the past exchangers a couple weeks before leaving because that was the most difficult time for me, dealing with housing and everything, it would have been nice to meet up with others once we knew where we were staying so we could exchange notes and tips
· Were the Scan|Design Fellowship programs expectations of you clearly communicated prior to accepting your funds? (e.g. Required thank you and evaluation, etc.)
· Yes it was all very easy to follow
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